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A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Wednesday, June 11, 2019 opening 
at 7:35 p.m.  Mayor Lorenz presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:  Lorenz, Salemi, Zubrzycki, Cassar, Clarke 
     Absent:   None 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden and Attorney Schultz 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Martin requested a couple items to be added to the agenda, item 10J Marine Patrol Contract with 
Oakland County Sheriff and 10K Adjourn to Executive Session to Discuss Pending Litigation. 
 
 Moved by Clarke, seconded Cassar, to approve the City Council Agenda for June 11, 2019, as 
amended. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Cassar, seconded Clarke, to approve the following items on the consent agenda as 
submitted. 
 

A. May 8, 2019 Budget Public Hearing, May 8, 2019, Regular Meeting and May 28, 2019 
Study Session  

B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 12056-12063, DD3545-3575, EFT1350-1358; 
and A/P check #’s 50457-50500, EFT 1947-1950, 1952-1960 ACH 1951, 1961-1965; 
TOTALING: $338,774.14. 

C. Acceptance of Public Works, Police and City Attorney Reports for May 2019.  
  
 Yes: All 
 No:  None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
          
COMMITTEE REPORTS    

      
Jim Smith reported on the Memorial Day Parade.  It was a beautiful day!  The parade and ceremony 
are on the internet and Civic Center Cable TV.  He thanked Dave Scott for announcing and Charlie 
Mauer for filming.  He acknowledged those who assisted in the parade and ceremony; list attached.  
The parade and ceremony are a wonderful historical event for Sylvan Lake. 
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BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Lorenz opened the meeting to the public.   
      
Matt Clarke shared it is the FCRT 15-year anniversary and each month this year they are putting on 
an event.  Wednesday, June 26, at the Community Center you can learn about Sears Kit Homes near 
the Clinton River Trail.  You will be able to tour a home here in Sylvan Lake and they will provide a 
map marking all the homes. 
 
Bud Krause thanked Jim Smith for the fantastic job he did with the parade and ceremony. 
 
Joel Must asked about the seawall on the point and why all the rocks where moved around and how 
much it cost. 
 
There were no other public comments.  
 
          
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
 
Martin shared  it has been an extremely wet Spring. We had to wait a few weeks before we could 
pick up the snow fence because the park was so swampy. We have a lot of work that needs to be done 
and we know it.  It is impossible to restore yards from main breaks and other repairs when it is 
always muddy.  We are almost caught up with those, but are still behind on other things.  We’re 
working as quickly as we can.  When we ask the asphalt and concrete contractors if we can have an 
estimate on time for our work to be done, they laugh at us.  They are several weeks behind too.  The 
concrete work in front of the Community Center is an example.  
 
The seawall at the end of Pontiac Drive is being repaired and should be done soon.  Mike Grasser just 
completed a landscape plan for the boulevards that we will be using moving forward.  We will be 
relocating a few trees, removing a couple of trees and be ready to plant more, either through 
donations or city funds.  We will also work on plans for the parks.  It’s important to have a plan and 
stick with it.  It is also important for people to know that they can’t just plant a tree in a park or on the 
boulevard without permission.  If it doesn’t match the plan, it will be removed. B4-003-19 
 
We are going to begin updating our Master Plan this summer.  This is a big job but also a very 
exciting one.  There will be a lot of community involvement.  With all of the conversation about the 
vacant Whitfield School redevelopment area, we expect participation from all of you as we layout the 
blueprint for the City’s future.  Martin is really looking forward to this project under the wonderful 
guidance from our Planner’s at Giffels Webster.      ZP-001-19 
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The workshop for Eco-Friendly Landscaping for Water Quality, Thursday, June 13th has been 
cancelled due to lack of participants. 
 
Many things went on last month.  The Parks & Rec annual Sylvan Shuffle, and the annual Park 
cleanup day.  The Monarch Mile planting and cleanup on the trail hosted by Nancy Hunger.  The 
City-wide garage sale hosted by The Home and Garden Tour with Cindy Hannah’s oversight.  There 
were a couple Memorial Park clean-up days both before and after Memorial Day and they did a 
fantastic job weeding, trimming, planting, removing and placing the mulch for the paths and 
generally cleaning everything.  Martin thanked the volunteers for all of their hard work that make 
Sylvan Lake so very special.   
 
Last night there was a meet and greet with Senator Rosemary Bayer and he believes about a dozen 
people attended.  Lastly, he thanked and congratulate Jim Smith on his wonderful leadership in once 
again organizing the Memorial Day parade and Kathy Robbins and for organizing the veteran 
recognition at the ceremony; and the many more people behind the scenes.  It is one of Sylvan Lake’s 
longest traditions and wonderful event. 
 
        
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Lorenz thanked John Martin for the music on Memorial Day.  He acknowledged the Michigan Week 
award winners, Terri Etter, Mark Wood and Phil Thomas.  He also acknowledged the organizers of 
the SPAR group, stated it was well done.  He assured everyone the City Council and Planning 
Commission knows of the many concern’s residents have.  They will discuss all them when and if 
they receive a plan to discuss. 
 
Cassar thanked Jim Smith for the parade and ceremony and John Martin for showing his talents.   
 
Salemi also thanked Jim Smith and everyone wo helped out.  It is nice to honor the fallen and those 
who have serviced and are currently servicing. He thanked Martin; he never knew his talent.   
 
Clarke thanked Jim Smith.  He also thanked everyone for attending. 
 
Zubrzycki also thanked Smith and Martin.  He always looks forward to the many events in Sylvan; 
some being the Memorial Day parade, Sylvan Shuffle and the Ice Cream Social.   
 
 
ACTION ITEMS     
      R2-008-19 P1-001-19 
a. Traffic Control Order for 2019 Fireworks 

 
Clarke let everyone know parking on their lawn, for this event only, is allowed. 
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Monnie Must asked if she could have a food truck at the point for this event.  Martin stated it would 
have to be on her private property.  There are two foods already at Ferndale Park and the Community 
Center.  
 
 Moved by Salemi, seconded Clarke, to approve the traffic control order for the annual 
fireworks on July 3, 2019 with a rain date of July 7, 2019. 
 
 Yes:   Salemi, Zubrzycki, Cassar, Clarke, Lorenz 
 No:     None 
        TCO ADOPTED 
 
      CC-004-19   
b.  Community Center Rental Fee and Deposit for Non-Residents 

 
Cassar reviewed his discussion from the study session, about having a leasing agent; only to be used 
if needed, for security measures.  He provided language that could be used. 
 
Lorenz was not sure $800 enough when you use Santia Hall for $700.  He feels our Community 
Center is a great asset and recommended increasing the fee to $1000.  Zubrzycki agreed with the 
higher fee, stating it can always be reviewed again. 
           
 Moved by Clarke, seconded Cassar, to approve the Community Center rental rates at $250 
half day, $500 Monday-Thurs full day, $500 Off season, $1000 Peak season and holidays and a cash 
security deposit of $1000, for non-resident rentals.  In the event a Leasing Assistant is assigned, there 
shall be an additional $50.00 fee paid along with the deposit when reserving the building.  This fee 
shall be nonrefundable. 
 
 Yes:  Salemi, Zubrzycki, Cassar, Clarke, Lorenz 
 No:   None 
        RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
      L1-002-19 
c.  Discussion and Direction to the City Manger regarding Lake Weed Control 

 
Martin reviewed the MDEQ has required approval from all riparian and bottom land owners on and 
along Sylvan/Otter lakes, prior to applying chemicals for weed control.  Now they are enforcing this 
rule which requires getting 100% signatures or not applying weed control in those areas. 
 
It is Martin’s understanding that the MDEQ is recommending a lake board, which is difficult to do or 
the community or communities, create a special assessment district to pay for the weed control and 
there would be no signatures required.  He feels there are a few important unanswered questions that 
we need to investigate prior to making a recommendation on how to proceed. 
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Phil Thomas, President of Sylvan-Otter Association, stated the new guidelines are making it difficult 
and they just got the permit approved yesterday.  They have now eliminated the use of copper sulfate 
into the lake which kills algae, and this will increase the cost to treat it.  He feels it would be helpful 
to do a special assessment district.   
 
Lorenz is good with moving forward.  It will be a daunting task with four communities on the lake.  
Council agreed to have the City Manager and City Attorney investigate this issue and provide 
information and ideas on how to proceed. 
 
        CA-002-19 S-003-19 
d.  Cost Participation Agreement for Local Road Improvement PILOT Program 

 
Martin stated this is our third year participating in this.  This is a 50% match not to exceed $4,998. 
 
 Moved by Cassar, seconded Clarke, to approve the Local Road Improvement Matching Fund 
PILOT program cost participation agreement with Oakland County and authorize the City Manager 
to execute this agreement. 
 
 Yes:  Zubrzycki, Cassar, Clarke, Lorenz. Salemi 
 No:   None  
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
e. Appointment to Tri-city Fire Board   A2-003-19 

 
Mayor Lorenz has spoken with Rick Eriksen, who is currently representing Sylvan Lake.  Eriksen 
would like to continue and Lorenz discuss the equality of paying for services between the three 
communities.  Mayor Lorenz is reappointment of Rick Eriksen to the Tri-City Fire Board with a term 
expiring June 30, 2021.   
 
 Moved by Cassar, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve Mayor Lorenz’ appointment of Rick 
Eriksen to the Tri-City Fire Board with a term expiring June 30, 2021.   
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
        CA-003-19 
f. Intergovernmental Agreement with Bloomfield Township for Assessing Services 2019-2022 

 
 Moved by Clarke, seconded Salemi, to approve the 3-year intergovernmental agreement for 
Assessing Services with Bloomfield Township. 
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 Yes:  Cassar, Clarke, Lorenz, Salemi, Zubrzycki 
 No:    None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
g. Letter of understanding for Audit Services 2019-2021  CA-004-19 

 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Clarke, to approve the letter of understanding with Janz & 
Knight for auditing services through year 2020/2021. 
 
 Yes:  Clarke, Lorenz, Salemi, Zubrzycki, Cassar 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
h. Certify Delinquent W/S Bill to 2019 Roll   T-002-19 

 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Cassar, to approve placing the delinquent water/sewer bill on 
the summer tax roll totaling $486.08. 
 
 Yes:  Lorenz, Salemi, Zubrzycki, Cassar, Clarke 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
i. Budget Amendments for FY 18/19    B-009-19 

 
 Moved by Clarke, seconded Salemi, to approve the budget amendments for Fiscal year 
2018/19 as presented. 
 
 Yes:  Salemi, Zubrzycki, Cassar, Clarke, Lorenz 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
         CA-005-19  L1-003-19 
j. 2019-2021 Marine Patrol Services Agreement with Oakland County Sheriff 

 
Martin explained the cost increases 1.2% each year for the three-year agreement.   
 
Cassar asked if they can look into assessing this like the weed control.  Attorney Schultz stated he 
will look into it.  Zubrzycki asked how much it cost the last few years.  Martin stated, between 
$4,000-$6,000 depending on the weather.    
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 Moved by Clarke, Cassar, to adopt the Resolution and Agreement for Marine Patrol Services 
for 2019-2021 as attached. 
 
 Yes:  Zubrzycki, Cassar, Clarke, Lorenz, Salemi 
 No:   None      RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 
 
k. Adjourn to Closed Session to Discuss Pending Litigation 

 
Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Clarke, to adjourn to executive session to discuss pending 
litigation. 

 
 Yes:  Clarke, Lorenz, Salemi, Zubrzycki, Cassar  
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
  
The meeting adjourned to closed session at 8:30 p.m. 
 
At 8:47 p.m. City Council reconvened the regular City Council meeting.   
 
 
NON-ACTION ITEMS 
        

a. Security for Ferndale Park, Restroom and Boat Launch 
b. Seawall – Replacing Sections on Ferndale 

 
   
 
 ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Clarke, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 

  MOTION CARRIED 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:47 p.m. 
 
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


